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STFC Foundation Call
Funding Available and General Principles
£4m over two years will be available in this call for projects
which will lay new foundations and build on existing ones to:
• address challenges faced by Low and/or Middle Income
Countries (LMICs) through disciplinary and interdisciplinary
projects; and
• strengthen capability for research and innovation in support
of economic development and welfare, within both UK and
LMICs

Possible uses of Foundation Awards
• developing new capacity building and/or research collaborations or
partnerships, including training at all career levels
• partnership building: networks, seminars and workshops to explore
and identify areas for cooperation and to enhance the building of
partnerships and collaborations, secondments and movement of
people (including students) e.g. between UK and overseas research
organisations or between research organisations (UK and overseas)
and industry/third sector/ Government;
• extending scope of existing activities to other LMICs;
• exploratory or pump priming research studies for investigation of
new approaches and/or generation of preliminary data;
• creating effective pathways to impact in LMICs.

Project size and duration

STFC aims to fund a range of projects:
• NEW - Short (<£30k, <six months) projects for early stage
partnership building;
• small projects (<£100k, <12 months) aimed at exploring the
needs of LMICs, building collaborations and/or piloting
activities;
• larger projects (>£100k, <24 months) where collaboration
and proven approaches are established and in a position to
deliver long term, sustainable impact targeted at the
challenges faced by developing countries.
Aim to fund three to five larger projects and 15 – 20 short and
smaller projects.
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What is ODA?
• Official Development Assistance
• 0.7% UK GNI target (set in law by the
International Development Act)
• Follows OECD definitions and prevailing
RCUK guidelines for Newton and GCRF
ODA research is …..
Provided by official agencies
Promotes the economic development and welfare of
developing countries as its main objective

• Developing Country = Low and Middle
Income Countries (LMICs) refer to the
DAC List
• https://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/34086975.pdf

DAC list of ODA
eligible countries
• Four groups; least developed,
other low income, lower middle
income and upper middle
income
• Updated every 3 years
• Based on World Bank GNI per
capita
• Next round of graduation will be
confirmed in Autumn 2017 –
likely to be Antigua and
Barbuda, Chile, Seychelles and
Uruguay.

Is it ODA?

Primary Purpose – Benefitting the UK

https://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/34086975.pdf

Detailed Directives
Detailed directives on research
• “Research includes financing by the official sector, whether in the donor country or
elsewhere, of research into the problems of developing countries.”
• This may be either (i) undertaken by an agency or institution whose main purpose is to
promote the economic growth or welfare of developing countries, or (ii) commissioned
or approved, and financed or part-financed, by an official body from a general purpose
institution with the specific aim of promoting the economic growth or welfare of
developing countries. Research undertaken purely to elaborate an aid project or
programme may be considered either as an integral part of the relevant activity, or as
an administrative cost.
Other relevant directives
• scholarships, either in developing or donor country
• technical assistance, training and research, including language training
• south-south studies
• collaborative research between donor and recipient universities and organisations
• development-oriented social and cultural programmes
• ad hoc contributions such as conferences, seminars and workshops, exchange visits,
publications, etc.

GCRF ODA DECISION TREE

NO

Will the research directly benefit a country or
countries on the OECD DAC list?

The list can be found at: www.oecd.org/dac/stats/daclist.htm
 It is fine for research to take place outside of a DAC list country as long as it is
primarily relevant to and intended to benefit a country or countries on the list.
 It is also fine for projects to include a comparative element but the primary
motivation must be to benefit a DAC list country or countries.
 If a country is due to graduate from the list during the course of the project it
still counts as eligible for the purposes of GCRF

MAYBE
NOT

YES
IF YOU HAVE
ANSWERED ‘NO’
TO ANY OF THESE
QUESTIONS THE
PROPOSAL DOES
NOT MEET THE
CRITERIA FOR
ODA AND
SHOULD BE
REJECTED FROM
THE GCRF CALL.

Is the proposal directly and primarily relevant to
the development challenges of this country/these
countries?

NO

 Does the proposal respond to evidence of a clear development need within a
DAC list country or countries? Is this clearly evidenced?
 Is addressing this development challenge the main objective of the proposal?
 Does the proposal provide a credible argument for why the activity proposed
is appropriate to addressing that need? It is fine for research to benefit other
countries, as long as that is secondary. What matters is the primary
motivation for the research: the primary purpose of ODA eligible research
must be addressing development challenges in eligible countries.

MAYBE
NOT

YES

Could the proposal’s outcomes promote the
economic development and/or welfare of a
country or countries from the DAC list?

NO

 What would the likely impact of the proposal be? Are the key beneficiaries
located within an ODA eligible country or countries – government, civil
society, communities or national business interests?
 Is the project likely to contribute to the economic development and /or
welfare of an ODA eligible country or countries?
 It is fine for research projects to have secondary impacts outside of countries
on the DAC list, but it must be clear that the primary motivation for the
project is to benefit countries on the list.

MAYBE
NOT

YES
IF YOU HAVE ANSWERED ‘YES’ TO ALL OF THE ABOVE QUESTIONS THEN YOU CAN PROCEED WITH THE PROPOSAL…

IF YOU HAVE
ANSWERED ‘MAYBE
NOT’ TO ANY OF THESE
QUESTIONS THE
PROPOSAL MAY NOT
MEET THE CRITERIA
FOR ODA. IF YOU HAVE
ANY CONCERNS PLEASE
SPEAK TO A MEMBER
OF THE GCRF/ODA
REMIT TEAM
If necessary the Remit
Team will be able to
liaise with their
contacts in the RCUK
GCRF team or with
DFID/BIS/OECD to
establish whether the
proposal is ODA
compliant.
They may also flag this
issue for consideration
by the panel should the
proposal be allowed to
progress to review. The
initial decision to allow
a proposal to progress
does not exclude the
possibility that a panel
may later deem a
proposal to be noncompliant.

Case studies
AIM: To improve understanding of what makes a programme
ODA-eligible
1. Read case studies
2. Carefully consider whether proposal is ODA compliant
and why?
3. Is there any additional information needed to make a
decision?
Discuss in groups and then feed back in plenary.

Shaking tunnel vision
Tunnels are critical lifelines in the modern World, transporting people, water, electricity, minerals
and energy. They are an essential part of the infrastructure that serves people and therefore, are
critical to their wealth and well-being. Global urbanisation and Climate Change are forcing nations
to look towards underground space for their future infrastructure. Multiple tunnelling projects are
in the country's pipeline or being currently designed/built.
Their behaviour under repeated seismic loading is not precisely understood and therefore, current
designs and disaster risk management strategies could be greatly improved. This is partly due to
the lack of performance data from real tunnels. Accidents are rare and can have significant
consequences.
The purpose of this project is to design and install a monitoring system in two tunnels in Indonesia
with the intention of:
(1) fundamentally (re-)defining our understanding of the behaviour of tunnels under repeated
seismic loading;
(2) developing an engineering-risk-based disaster management approach for tunnels in seismic
areas;
(3) creating a case study that will become an internationally recognised reference and will be
used widely in years to come for the validation of future improved numerical and analytical
design approaches.

Additional equipment to improve a research study to establish sustainability-led
building design through the implementation of Building Information Modelling
The identification and discrimination of the materials within built-environment is
limited when the information of the materials are provided solely by the conventional
RGB digital imaging. But the performance of the tasks will be more accurate and
robust when spectral information is available.
These advantages can be accomplished by an aid of the hyperspectral imaging
system, although specification of the imaging, such as spectral range, field size, and
usability of the output data, is yet to be established -something not tried before.
This equipment will be demonstrated in Malaysia during visits and to a Malaysian
contingent visiting the UK. The camera will be kept in the UK after the project, but
could be used by the Malaysian partners when necessary.

G8-2012 Structural Bamboo Products
This project develops green construction materials and building codes for bamboo. China, India and
Brazil have rapidly expanding economies with increasing demand for building materials. The
production of conventional construction materials such as steel and concrete is energy intensive and
unsustainable: concrete alone accounts for 5% of global CO2 emissions.
Bamboo is a fast growing, renewable building material widely cultivated in these countries but not
used to its full potential in modern construction. Its mechanical properties are similar to wood but it
produces up to six times as much mass per hectare as conventional timber plantations. Structural
bamboo products have potential to partially replace the use of more energy intensive materials.
The goal of this project is to develop modern structural building materials from renewable bamboo
in order to place growth in rapidly developing countries onto a more sustainable path.
This project aims to expand and extend the initial International Bamboo Building Code to have
relevant coverage of structural bamboo products. Our development and dissemination of this will be
in cooperation with policy-makers in China during our final year workshop. We would work with our
Chinese academic collaborators to get appropriate conversations with Chinese policy and
construction ministries.

